
CYBERTRACKER
CONSERVATION IN THE PALM OF OUR HANDS                       

http://www.sanparks.org/parks/kruger/conservation/scientific/gis/cybertracker

CyberTracker 
Back in the office

CyberTracker data collated into 
Kruger wide database

CyberTracker sent to 
Scientific Services

CyberTracker
in the Field

CyberTracker 
Reporting to Managers

The CyberTracker System is a handheld computer software application designed for use in Environmental Conservation and Wildlife Biology as a data-capture tool. The Kruger National Park’s (KNP) 
CyberTracker system has been customized to allow literate as well as non-literate field workers to record observations with latitude and longitude co-ordinates. This system is currently operational in 
all of KNP’s 22 sections as well as the Scientific Services and Conservation Services divisions of Kruger, Addo, Mountain Zebra, Marakele and others. CyberTracker has proven to be an indispensable 

tool for field data collection in the SANParks. The research stemming from these data are fed directly into Management and Research as follows: 

Daily field ranger patrol
Species Distribution
Location of important spoor
Available Surface Water
Location of Diseased/Injured 
animals & associated causes
Location & cause of game deaths
Location of all Poaching activities                
Fence Line Breakages & repairs
Elephant utilization of trees
Distribution of Invasive Species
Fire Mapping
Collaborative research projects
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Field rangers conduct daily patrols 
and record the following information 
with co-ordinates.
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Monthly summary of total patrol days, hours and area 
covered per section.

Research and Monitoring e.g. 
invasive species e.g. Top - Cape honey 
bee & Verroa mite, Bottom - Red water 

fern, locate for bio-control release. 

CyberTracker Online
Big Five hotspot maps –

www.sanparks.org/parks/kruger/sightings/ 

At the end of each patrol, the field 
rangers return to the section 
ranger’s office to download the data 
collected in the field onto a desktop 
computer. From here rangers can 
plan daily patrols, manage for area 
integrity, identify poacher “hotspots” 
and more.

On a monthly basis, these 
data are Emailed to Sandra 
Mac Fadyen: GIS/RS Analyst, 
Scientific Services in Skukuza.

The data is collated into a Kruger wide 
Microsoft Access database, served through 
the SANParks internal network. Therefore, 
any scientist with access to this network is 
able to access the data. Subsequently, the 
data aids in the mapping of fire scars, rare 
species distribution, water availability etc.

 

These data are also summarized on a monthly basis into 
a CyberTracker report, which is distributed to all 
rangers, regional managers and the conservation and 
scientific services divisions. The report illustrates the 
sectional patrol efforts, distribution of various species, 
carcass locations, poaching activity, fence line 
breakages etc.

Sandra Mac Fadyen
July 2007


